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The 

Church Chimes 

Dear Members and Friends of Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 

 

For some time now and with the approval of Session, I have been personally trying to build relationships with people 

in the Washington Presbytery (PCUSA) and with individuals in the Peters Creek United Presbyterian Church congre-

gation (PCUSA).  My goal was to work toward some form of Christian reconciliation and an end to the legal case.  I 

feel I have been partially successful in that endeavor. 

After a considerable amount of time, the Washington Presbytery’s Administrative Commission began to show signs of 

a willingness to talk directly with us in order to bring the legal case to an end.  This case has been ongoing since we 

sued for quiet title for the property on Brookwood Road in 2007.  However, after several discussions face-to-face 

with the Presbytery’s Administrative Commission, they suspended those negotiations.  Therefore, both parties will 

appear before the new judge on May 23rd for a status conference.   

In the meantime, we have made some positive steps in meeting with the Peters Creek United Presbyterian Session 

(PCUSA).  As a result of two meetings, we decided to have a forgiveness service.  A sub-group was appointed at our 

last joint meeting, consisting of Jimmy DeWoody, myself, C.J. Haury, the Moderator of the PCUPC Session, and Judy 

Mayer, a member of the PCUPC Session.  The task of this sub-group is to put together that service.  The service will 

be a service of “mutual forgiveness.” 

The service of “mutual forgiveness” will be a joint worship service, tentatively scheduled for April 17, 2019 at 7:00 

p.m.  The service will be held at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church here in Peters Township. 

This will not be a surprise to many of you, because we have tried to communicate as much as possible what we have 

been trying to do.  Since the idea of what type of a service it was to be, has evolved I list below what the service IS, 

and what it is NOT. 

The service is NOT a service of “reconciliation”, in which the two congregations will somehow join together in 

ministry in the same facility. 

The service is NOT a time for us to say we were wrong for leaving the PCUSA.  We all feel that our decision to 

the leave the PCUSA was the right one. 

The service is NOT a time where individual grievances and past hurts will be aired. 

The service IS a time when we will publicly put into practice Ephesians 4: 13, Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

The service IS a time of mutual forgiveness.  It is a time for us to recognize that in the past we have said things and 

done things that have been hurtful. 

The service IS a time when we recognize it was wrong for us take each other to secular court. 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 



The Lent and Easter Sermon Series-The Lamb of God 

 

April 7, 2019 – The Lamb of God Who Takes Away the Sin of the World –   

Now we see what all of the sacrifices pointed to, Jesus Christ.  God obligated 

Himself to send His sole heir to make restitution for our sins.  It was in Christ 

that an end to sacrifices would be made.  It is by faith that each of us can re-

ceive the imputation of His sacrifice for us.  In Christ God “passes over” our 

sins. 

 

April 14, 2019 – The Lamb of God Enthroned – When Jesus finished His work on the cross and after He had been 

raised from the dead, He ascended into heaven and was seated at the right hand of God.  He purchased all sorts of 

people for eternal life.  His work made Him worthy of our worship & praise.  Since this is Palm Sunday, we will see 

that the praise of the people was not in vain, but actually portends the Risen, Exalted Lord. 

 

April 21, 2019 – The Lamb of God Shall Conquer Sin & Death – This           is the final picture of what the Lamb 

has done and what He will do.  The grave is empty, Christ has risen and is exalted.  While we wait for His return we 

are to serve Him and during this time a window of grace is open for anyone who is thirsty for righteousness to come 

to Christ and receive the free gift of life.  

The order of this service will be made available in advance for the congregation to see.  The Session and I are deter-

mined to follow Biblical principles in this matter.  We cannot change others’ hearts, we can only allow the Holy Spirit 

to do that.  Therefore, we will be faithful to the Lord’s commandments.  Jesus said this to His Disciples after He 

washed their feet, “I have set you an example so that you should do as I have done for you. Truly, truly, I tell you, no servant is 

greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  If you know these things, you will be blessed if 

you do them.” (John 13: 16-17) All who proceed this way in life are blessed.   

My great hope is that, as your pastor, we will get at least the same percentage of congregational attendance at this ser-

vice as the percentage was for the vote to leave the PCUSA. 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

Rev. Doug Brandt 

Inquirers’ Class Starts April 29 

 

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a member of Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church, we 

welcome you to attend our Inquirers’ Class that will be starting up on Sunday, April 29.  This class will consist of 4 

weekly sessions to explore the theology of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the goals and organization of Pe-

ters Creek as well as expectations of membership at Peters Creek.  Anyone interested in discovering more about 

membership at Peters Creek is encouraged to sign up for this class by contacting the church office at 724-941-6210.  



Easter Egg Hunt and Church  

Family Brunch 

Sunday, April 21, 9:45 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday Service 

April 18, 7:00 p.m. 

St. David’s Parish Hall 

Good Friday Community Service 

April 19, Noon 

Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Route 19 in McMurray 

Easter Sunday Worship 

April 21, 11:00 a.m. 

Featuring a Brass Quartet 

Plans are underway for our Easter Egg Hunt and Church Family Brunch 

before our 11:00 a.m. Easter Worship service.  The Children’s Ministry 

has set up a food item needs list that was sent via email.  If you do not 

have email and you would like to volunteer to bring a food item please 

contact Cyndi Taylor at the Church office (724 941 6210) and she will 

sign you up to bring one of the requested items.  Please bring all food 

items to Parish Hall by 9:45 a.m. 

 

Our Easter Brunch Buffet and crafts for kids will be available beginning at 9:45 a.m. The Easter Egg Hunt itself will get 

kicked off (as every year) at 9:55 a.m.  Following that breathless endeavor, there will be more food, crafts, and chil-

dren’s games indoors!  We hope that ALL regular attenders and guests will come a little early and fellowship together 

before our Easter worship service.  



Children’s Ministry News 
April 2019  

 

On Sundays:   
 
Sunday School is fun!  The chronological Study of God’s Great Story on Earth, cen-

tering always around Jesus, is keeping our young ones on their toes! …And, they are 

finding out that that very Story includes each of them, as well! 

 

In Children’s Church, the kids are finding out how those Ten Commandments 

from “of old” are very relevant and helpful for us today, too! 

 

Great news for our Nursery is that we hired another team member, after we lost Stepha-

nie Anderson. (Stephanie’s work at ManorCare McMurray has been preventing her from 

working for us since last fall.) Our newest hire is Sarah Simko, a senior at Peters Town-

ship High School. She has worked with children in many ways throughout her life. From 

being part of the special needs clubs at school to coaching gymnastics and soccer, kids have 

always been a huge part of Sarah’s life. She has also babysat for years and has many regu-

lars. Say hello to Sarah when you’ll see her later in April!  

 

Special Events:   

 

Our special event for March was a Fun Event we’ve done before, namely an excursion to Sky Zone Canonsburg, an 

indoor jumping park. 16 of us made that excursion on Saturday, March 16 and had a fabulously bouncy time! 





Coming Up Next: 

 
In April our church will offer two very special family events back to back!  

 

On Saturday, April 20, a group of parents and 

children will see a new digital version of John Bun-

yan’s classic Christian story, The Pilgrim’s Pro-

gress. I’m very excited about this new movie ver-

sion, which will show at Cinemark Robinson 

Township on only two days:  April 18 at 7 p.m., 

and April 20 at 1p.m.  

At of the time of this report, 11 of us are signed 

up to attend the Saturday showing together. I have several extra tickets availa-

ble, since the theater was already in the process of being sold out when I 

made our group’s reservations… So, if you or someone you know would like 

to join us, just let me know!!! 

 

Please check out the following link to 

see a trailer of this exciting new film: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=04WXlAcOtS0 

--The next special occasion will, of course, be the 

Easter Egg Hunt and Church Family Brunch 

following on Easter Sunday, April 21st. 

 Join us as our Church Family celebrates the Great-

est News of All together on Easter Morning! 

 

Our Easter Brunch Buffet and crafts for kids will be 

available beginning at 9:45 a.m. The Easter Egg 

Hunt itself will get kicked off (as every year) at 9:55 a.m.  

Following that breathless endeavor, there will be more food, crafts, and children’s games 

indoors!  

 

Following that, at 11 a.m., of course, we will celebrate with a special Easter Worship 

Service. Nursery Care will be provided in the purple room upstairs; and Children’s Church will be offered in the red 

room, during that service. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04WXlAcOtS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04WXlAcOtS0


--Finally, as you know, we have set the date 

for PCEPC’s Vacation Bible School for 

the week of July 29 through August 2. 

This is later than we are used to holding VBS, 

but the timing was agreed upon after the re-

quest of the St David’s Preschool to consider 

a later week in the summer. What this timing 

will allow us to do is to hold VBS for FIVE 

DAYS IN A ROW again (the first time since 

we’ve been holding it at St David’s)! 

 

The theme of the event, facilitated once again with curriculum from Cokesbury, will be To Mars and Beyond! Dur-

ing VBS, children will learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and that He is always with them, too. Along 

with out-of-this-world fun, learning, and timeless Bible stories, kids will be inspired to give glory to God, who is able 

to do far beyond all we could ask or imagine! 

 

As of the time of this writing, we already have 40 children registered, and most 

of the essential leadership positions have been filled, thanks be to God! Many 

more volunteers will be needed, however, before we can consider ourselves 

to be fully staffed for this VBS. 

 

The link to register either kid voyagers, or youth or adult space guides, is as 

follows: 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/PCEPC.   

For any questions, please call or email me at katie@peterscreekchurch.org ! 

What anyone in the congregation may be able to help us with are the following 

items: 

We will need clear, clean two plastic two-liter bottles (for fuel cells!); and clear Christmas light strings (to borrow!)! 

These can be dropped off at the church office any weekday between 9 and 2! 

Closer to VBS time, there will also be simple craft packs for willing hands to take home, to create planets (=cover 

cardboard circles with holographic paper)! 

 

….Please remember to check out events and announcements related to our Church Family from time to time on 

our church’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church

-111659865538568/ ), and also on our church website (www.peterscreekchurch.org)! 

…THANK YOU, Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!! I pray that each and every one 

of you would experience God’s Peace, Guidance, Strengthening, and Comfort through the highs and lows of this 

life. 

 

As always, if you have any concerns, questions, or suggestions, please let me know! 

 

           Yours, in Him,      

 Katie Brandt 

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

626-807-3784 (c) 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/PCEPC
mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
http://www.peterscreekchurch.org
mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org


 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 201 

McMurray, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

Our next Men’s Breakfast is 

Saturday, April 13th at 

9:00 a.m. at the Bob Evans in 

Peters. We hope you will 

join us! 

 

 

 

 

Peters Township Food Pantry 

The objective of the Food Pantry Program is to reduce the “Meal Gap” 

shortage of our families who qualify for the program.  The Food Pantry sup-

ply of food comes from what it can purchase at discounted prices, dona-

tions from various community grocery stores and from the collective efforts 

of community organizations and churches.  Peters Creek Evangelical Presby-

terian Church is a strong partner with the local Peters Township Food Pan-

try.  For the size of our congregation, we provide monthly a large quantity 

of food items to the pantry through the collective efforts of the Mission 

Committee, the Deacons, the members donating food and our members 

who work to gather the food, deliver it to the Food Pantry and those who 

volunteer to work at the Food Pantry to set up the distribution tables on 

Food Pantry Thursday for Distribution on Food Pantry Friday.  Our food 

donations are of high quality. 

 

Freshness of the Food Pantry’s produce, dairy products and meats is not the 

best, so the Food Pantry has the need to purchase “Gift Cards” for distribu-

tion to fill this need.  For the month of April the Mission of the Month will 

be the “Food Pantry Lenten Collection Boxes”.  Please put your name 

on your bank so we can credit your contribution to your annual 

giving account.  Please mark your offering envelopes April MOM 

or Food Pantry if giving using your offering envelopes. 

APRIL 

Mission of the Month 

Lenten Collection Boxes 

Lent is a time of reflection and spiritual renewal.  It is a time to focus on what Jesus has taught us – one of these things 

being to take care of those less fortunate than us and those in need. This Lenten season the Mission Team is handing 

out “Lenten Collection Boxes”.  We would like you to prayerfully consider those who are struggling to put food on 

their tables. All monies collected will go the Peters Township Food Bank to purchase Giant Eagle gift cards for perisha-

bles such as dairy – produce – and meat. Please take a box from the information table at the rear of the sanctuary.  

They may be returned anytime between today and Easter Sunday. We are so blessed – please consider how you can 

share God’s love with others in our Community. 

 

The Deacons would like to thank everyone who gave 

toward the cost of mailing college care packages to ar-

rive in time for the students’ final exam study period. 


